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‘A city where
people don’t
follow rules’

We all consider Pune as the Ox-
ford of the East, but basical-

ly, it is a city of culture and chaos
where literate people do not follow
rules. The city is growing in leaps
and bounds, and thus, its planning
has suffered much. We, in our
busy lives, are forgetting our hu-
man values and destroying this
once peaceful city for personal
benefits. Every new vehicle on the
road is filling up our children’s
lungs with more and more CO2
and respiratory diseases are hence
on a rise. We all are responsible for
children falling sick due to pollu-
tion. It would not be exaggeration
if, over a period of time, we all will
have such a small space to move
around that we would literally run
over each. But, by the time we re-

alise our mistake it would cer-
tainly be too late. Children need

us, while equally, the animals
on the street need to be tak-

en care of. Let’s not ignore
the poor souls and find a

reason to live a mean-
ingful life.

The rising popu-
lation is bringing
in new problems.
Every city has a
limit beyond
which it cannot
grow and the in-

frastructure has
a limited capaci-

ty to bear the bur-
den. Collapsing

systems are an invi-
tation to worries and

problems for all
Puneites.

Money is not every-
thing in life. Green envi-

ronment, clean air, kind-
ness to animals and care for

the aged should be equally im-
portant for every Puneite. Let’s

wake up and act towards the hue
of Pune.

—As told to NNeehhaa  MMaaddaaaann

Neha Madaan
m_neha@dnaindia.net

THE imminence of Com-
monwealth Youth Games
2008, the inception of its pre-
liminary activities, and the
very existence of these
Games has ushered in a
green revolution. Therefore,
we see that every activity as-
sociated with CYG speaks of
environmental conscious-
ness. Apart from reminding
us of our inimitable culture,
the image and look of the
Games re-instate the necessi-
ty of preserving nature and
its bounties. Hence, the pic-
tograms, derived from the

tribal art form of
Warli, denote
growth and conser-
vation; the orange
seal form captures
Pune’s historical

background, the
mascot Jigrr, seems

to be the epitome of
our ecological culture;
while the baton’s form
and purpose carry the
‘green’ theme for-

ward.
Rochana Deb,

lead design manag-
er-communica-

tion design, Ele-
phant Design

Studios, ex-

plains, “The branding and look that we have been work-
ing on since the past two
years takes into account a
broader theme, which is to
incorporate the local art and

culture into the brand-
ing, therefore making
it distinct, even while

showcasing the local
pride. So, we looked at

the Warli art form, and how
this tribe embraces the idea
of environment. We took into
account the styling that they
do for typical symbols, such
as the sapling and trees.
Sapling is a metaphor and an
obvious symbol of growth
and conservation. That is
what we took forward as far
as the visual communication
is concerned.”

At the core, CYG’s brand-
ing involves showcasing
eight different colours. “You
have orange, which signifies

the local pride, there is blue
which talks about achieve-
ment, for Pune is industrial-
ly very active; purple is a
very Puneri colour and cap-
tures the local culture and
beauty, while there is sky
blue, which tells us about the

beautiful landscape around
the city. Green symbolises
harmony, whereas yellow
and pink denote joy and cele-
bration, respectively,” she
says. Deb feels that the
colours have to co-exist and

also, be per-
ceived. They
have to be
bright and vi-
brant, particu-
larly because it
is the youth
games that
they are refer-
ring to.

She reveals
that the baton
is yet another

very strong visual symbol,
which has united people
from across the country, car-
rying the ecological theme
forward. The thought behind
designing the baton was to
use materials which do not
interfere with the environ-
ment. “The baton form sym-
bolises the tutari, drawing
an analogy with the present
day heroes. At the ecological

level, you have the
leaves on top. The idea
was to make ecologi-
cal consciousness ef-
fective through an
event.” Also, the baton
carries a capsule in-
side it, which would
collect on-route water
from each location be-
fore it is taken to the
next city. “If one
knows the story of
‘barah gaon ka paani’,
one would notice that
it refers to a conflu-
ence signified through
the act of collecting

water from different parts of
the country,” she enthuses.

The mascot, Jigrr also
has a story. Even the punch
line, ‘Save the tiger, run for
their lives’, is part of the
Youth Baton Relay. She eluci-
dates, “Our mascot talks

he is married to the
most beautiful woman
in the world, and yet
his marital status does

not deter his popularity in the
tinsel town. People across the
country are still fanatic about
junior Bachchan. In town to
promote his soon to be released
film Drona, Abhishek
Bachchan spoke to After Hours
about Pune, his mother and the
latest projects in Bollywood.

Dressed in a crisp white
shirt and blue denims, Ab-
hishek was caught
blushing when a fe-
male fan told him that
he has a cute smile.
He confesses, “I have
not visited Pune
many times, but I
would like to come here often.”

The recent controversy sur-
rounding Jaya Bachchan is still
fresh in the actor’s mind. The
audience could not have asked
for more when Abhishek tried
making it up by asking the au-
dience, ‘Namasakar Punekar,
bara ahe na?’

We have always seen junior
Bachchan playing common
roles. But, Drona is different
and very close to Abhishek’s
heart. “It is the story of Aditya,
a powerful king who is out
there to save the world. But, the
script is set in today’s time,” he
reveals. “Very rarely one gets to
play a role like Drona. Working
in this film was very exciting as
well as loads of fun,” he adds.

Drona is one movie that fans

can look forward to; the film is
loaded with special effects of a
different kind. “Since special ef-
fects are a part of post-produc-
tion, for an actor it is very diffi-
cult. It can be very challenging
though,” he explains.

And, how was it working
with director Goldie Behl, who
is also Abhishek’s close friend?
“Goldie has been working on
the script of Drona for seven
years now. So, when he came to
me with the script, I knew it
would be good. And, after 
having worked with him I am

convinced that he is
the future of Bolly-
wood. I am very
lucky to be working
with friends,” he
says.

With Kidnap and
Drona set to release on the
same Friday, Abhishek seems
to be unmoved. He says, “I
wish Kidnap all the best
because Sanjay Gadhavi
is a dear friend. He gave
me my first hit, Dhoom.”

With news about
junior Bachchan
playing the role of
papa Amitabh
Bachchan in the
remake of
Abhimaan, he 
informs, “Direc-
tor Rajeev
Menon has ap-
proached me for
the role. The script
is similar to Abhimaan and I am 
hopeful of things working out.”

k_pallavi@dnaindia.net

Prithwish Ganguly
g_prithwish@dnaindia.net 

NANDITA Das, whose forthcoming film is
a Pakistani production, feels Lollywood is
slowly getting back the touch of making
quality movies. Lollywood has been hugely
criticised for rolling out mediocre films for
decades and the industry’s scholars believe
that the country’s best films were made
over three decades back.

The last couple of years, however, have
been very encouraging for Pakistani films
as serious movies like Khuda Kay Liye has
been accepted by audiences across the
world and critics have showered the film
with praises.

“Pakistan is showing a lot of promise.
There are some serious filmmakers who
want to make good cinema. I would say that
Pakistan is showing sings of slowly getting
back to its glorious past. The country made
some very good movies 30 years ago and this
is certainly a sign of revival,” says Nandita,
whose next film Ramchand Pakistani deals
with the sensitive subject of prisoners of
war.

Based on a true story, Ramchand Pak-
istani wowed audiences at the 10th Osian’s
film festival that was held in New Delhi.
The film revolves around the plight of a
Pakistani boy and his father who stray into
Indian territory while war wages between
the two countries.

“It is a very real film and deals with an
issue that both the countries are facing and
living with,” she adds.

And why exactly did she choose to be a
part of this Pakistani production directed
by debutant director Mehreen Jabbar? Nan-
dita plays a mother left behind on the other
side of the border frantically looking for her
husband and son.

“When Mehreen approached me with
this film I felt I had played such characters
before and that there was nothing new in it.
But then I realised layered my character
was. My character goes through moments
of happiness, to incredible loss, to anger, to
revival, to losing hope and becoming suici-
dal, to liking another man and the guilt
thereafter, to hope again that I will find my
husband and son. I thought my role was
very real, strong and different too,” she
says.

Nandita has also been getting a lot of ac-
colades for her directorial debut Firaaq. Fi-
raaq is an Urdu word that means both sepa-
ration and quest. The film is set in the con-
text of the aftermath of a communal riot in
Gujarat. It has a fictional plot based on some

true stories that traces emotional journeys
of many people.

“It is really nice that the film has re-
ceived lovely reviews and has traveled to the
Toronto Film Festival. But I want to do more
with the film than just releasing it. I feel
there is a scope for debate. I want to take my
film to colleges and show it to people who
would be interested in discussing what I
have shown,” she says.

Has this dusky beauty already started
working on her next directorial venture?
“There are a couple of scripts that I have to
read but I don’t want to direct now. Direc-
tion drains you completely and I would like
to do some other work too. I want to get back
to my human rights work. I want to act in
movies for a while now.

NANDITA DAS talks about her
directorial debut and her next
film based on prisoners of war

‘Direction drains
you completely’

Nandita’s diary
NNaannddiittaa  has performed in over 30 fea-

ture films, in ten different languages,
most of which have been showcased in
numerous international film festivals
and have won her accolades. 

SShhee has had the honour of being a
member of the main jury at the presti-
gious Cannes Film Festival in 2005 

Nandita Das

Sporting the colours
After Hours un-
earths the concept
behind the VISUAL
SYMBOLS,COLOUR
SCHEME and the
YOUTHFUL IMAGE
of the GAMES

Says JUNIOR BACHCHAN who is all excited
about playing a not-so-common role in his latest
film. PALLAVI KHARADE reports
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SSttyylliinngg  tthhee  GGaammeess:: Amit Sharma, Rochana Deb, Tanya Thomas, Ankita Dalvi & Prashant Agashe 
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Drona is close
to my heart’ 

SSuuppeerr  rroollee: Abhishek Bachchan  
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BUZZZZZ
Madonna fined 135,000
pounds
Pop superstar Madonna is being fined 135,000

pounds (nearly $250,000) by the Wembley Stadi-
um for staying on beyond the venue’s time limit
during a performance there.

Madonna went beyond the stadium’s strict
10.30 p.m. curfew by 40 minutes on Sep 11. She
has been charged 50,000 pounds for every 15
minutes she was late. 

Madonna is not the first pop star to fall foul of
Wembley’s curfew. George Michael was fined
130,000 pounds when his concert also ran over
time last year.

AMONG FRIENDS: He’s a player all right — on the pitch and off it too. Yuvraj Singh (C)
was spotted in Mumbai on Saturday night at the launch of a men’s glossy. He had
company (read Nandita Mahtani, not in the pic), besides Dino Morea (L) and Lara 
Dutta (R), another set of ‘friends’ who deny being a couple. There’s lots of action
ahead for Yuvraj who is leading the BCCI’s President’s XI team against Australia in the
four-day match in Hyderabad, starting  October 2. 

Playing 
the field
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Kat’s hot quotient
Now we know why KKaattrriinnaa  KKaaiiff  is so hot, and literally.  

A close friend of the actress reveals, “Katrina has shot in the most extreme weath-
er conditions with temperatures as hot as a burning furnace. But never once has she
complained about it.”

Giving an example the friend adds, “It was burning hot at the time she was shooting
for a Singh is King song in Egypt. The entire cast and crew were perspiring profusely
except for Katrina. She looked absolutely chilled. In fact the hot weather only added to
her energies as she went about doing her work calmly. The entire crew stood sur-
prised.”

Actually, it is the cold weather that doesn’t work for Kat.  “While shooting for Ajay
Prem Ki Ghazab Kahaani in Ooty, Katrina had wrapped herself in layers of blankets. It
made quite a funny sight where unit members including Ranbir began teasing her say-
ing that shawls and sweaters would make the best gift for Katrina on any occasion.  

BUZZZZ

Katrina Kaif




